
Make Your Own Bulletin (Cork) Board From Recycled Styrofoam:

You’ll need:
An old frame. Flea markets are full of these. 
1 Sheet of styrofoam, cut to the inside size of the 
frame, with a little extra on each side
1 sheet of muslin
A regular stapler with staples
White Glue

Instructions:
Get some sheets of styrofoam. If you’ve done some 
online shopping, maybe a large frame, or anything 
delicate and flat, then you’d have some sheets lying 
around. Directron.com offers free styrofoam if you’re willing to pay for shipping. It can’t be 
that expensive - it weighs little more than air! You can also get foam board at your local art 
shop, or check out places such as freecyle.org.

Next thing you’d need is a sheet of muslin big enough to wrap the sheet of styrofoam in the 
front, and enough give to staple it into the back. Muslin is coarse untreated cotton and can 
be colored with fabric dye. Have fun. It’s also used as a fitting material - tailors use it to 
make patterns. It’s cheap at $2/yard, and thumbtacks go right through them.

Assemble your board with staples on the back, and mount it with an old frame with white 
glue. There! Homemade clothboard. Thumb tacks would go right into it with no resistance, 
it costs nearly nothing to make, and you can color the fabric to match anything in the 
kitchen. If you don’t have a frame, just use a binder clip and a nail to hang it on the wall.

http://www.directron.com/styrofoam.html
http://www.directron.com/styrofoam.html
http://www.freecycle.org/
http://www.freecycle.org/


Fabric Covered Memo Board
(Please note: You may already have a cork board that can 
be repurposed for this project, and because bulletin boards 
come in various sizes and shapes, materials and instructions 
do not recommend specific quantities. Instead, instructions 
are given so that you may calculate materials needed to 
complete this project.)

You'll Need:

 ▪ Fabric: To determine how much fabric you'll need, measure the cork portion only of the bulletin 
board and add 4" inches to the height and 4" to the width. Cut fabric to size.

 ▪ Ribbon: To determine how much ribbon you'll need, multiply the width x height of the bulletin 
board in inches. Determine yardage by dividing that number by 36". (If it seems like a lot of 
ribbon- it is. The small board done in the photo took 5 yards of ribbon.)

 ▪ Upholstery tacks
 ▪ Spray AdhesiveTools Needed:
 ▪ Scissors
 ▪ Newsprint
 ▪ Painters or masking tape
 ▪ Office stapler/staples
 ▪ Straight pins
 ▪ Tape measure
 ▪ Pencil or chalk
Instructions:

 1. Protect working surface with newsprint. Mask off bulletin board frame with painters tape. Spray 
a generous coat of spray adhesive onto cork board.

 2. Center fabric on cork board and smooth fabric into place working from the center out to the 
edges of the frame. Pull fabric taught and press in place. Turn fabric edges under approx. 2" 
on all sides; press and pin in place.

 3. With office stapler unfolded, staple edges of fabric approx. 1/8" from inside edge of frame. 
Continue stapling till fabric is secure; remove pins.

 4. To determine placement for ribbon, divide the board into fourths or thirds; mark each point at 
edge of fabric with chalk or pencil. Begin stapling ribbon at top center of board; pull ribbon 
taught diagonally to the next mark (either left or right) and staple in place. Cut ribbon close to 
staple. Continue stapling ribbons crisscrossing them until board is completely finished.

 5. Cover all staples by outlining inside edges of frame with ribbon. Secure ribbon by placing 
upholstery tacks where ribbons intersect. Continue placing tacks at each intersection. Remove 
masking tape from frame.

Read more: http://www.doityourself.com/stry/memoboard#ixzz10J23lW7a

http://www.doityourself.com/stry/memoboard#ixzz10J23lW7a
http://www.doityourself.com/stry/memoboard#ixzz10J23lW7a

